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those based on the loss of the American mer-
chant marine by transfer to the British flag. The
direct or "individual" American losses amounted
to $15,000,000. "But this leaves without recog-
nition the vaster damage to commerce driven from
the ocean, and that other damage, immense and
infinite, caused by the prolongation of the war, all
of which may be called national in contradistinction
to individual." Losses to commerce he reckoned
at $110,000,000, adding that this amount must be
considered only an item in the bill, for the pro-
longation of the war was directly traceable to Eng-
land. "The rebellion was suppressed at a cost
of more than four thousand million dollars . . .
through British intervention the war was doubled
in duration; . . . England is justly responsible
for the additional expenditure." Summer's total
bill against Great Britain, then, amounted to over
$2,000,000,000; "everyone," said he, "can make
the calculation."

Had an irresponsible member of Congress made
these demands, they might have been dismissed as
another effort to twist the British lion's tail; but
Charles Sumner took himself seriously, expected
others to take him seriously, and unhappily was
taken seriously by a great number of his fellow